
and rewards of operating an inde-
pendent feminist publication.  
Jervis turned the tables by posing 
a question to the audience, asking 
how they would feel about ac-
cepting advertising from a ciga-
rette company. A thought-
provoking discussion of the di-
lemma, weighing political values 
against financial needs, followed. 
      The Bitch magazine organiza-
tional records as well as issues of 
the magazine from its beginnings 
as a zine are housed at the Bing-
ham Center. These records, along 
with those of Bust magazine, our 
growing zine collection, and the 

papers of Paula Kamen, comprise the heart of 
the Bingham Center’s documentation of third 
wave feminism.  

Jervis graciously agreed to answer a few 
questions about their inspiration for publishing 
the magazine and anthology as well as discuss-
ing the future of feminism. (Interview, p.2) 

Stepping into the void left by 
Sassy magazine, Bitch was 
launched in the mid-nineties as a 
photocopy-and-staple zine cover-
ing the landscape of popular cul-
ture from a feminist perspective.  
Both unabashed in its love for the 
guilty pleasures of consumer cul-
ture and deeply thoughtful about 
the way the pop culture landscape 
reflects and impacts women’s 
lives, Bitch has grown to be a 
popular, full-scale magazine with 
a worldwide readership.  Today it 
stands as a touchstone of hip, 
young feminist thought, looking 
with both wit and irreverence at 
the way pop culture informs feminism—and vice 
versa—and encouraging readers to think critically 
about the messages behind favorite television 
shows, movies, music, books, and blogs. 

On Saturday, September 16, Bitch’s founding 
editors Lisa Jervis and Andi Zeisler read excerpts 
from their new anthology Bitchfest: Ten Years of 
Cultural Criticism from the Pages of Bitch Maga-
zine in front of a standing-room-only crowd of 
over 60 people at the Regulator Bookshop in Dur-
ham, NC. During the question and answer ses-
sion, many audience members expressed their 
appreciation for the magazine’s unique perspec-
tive and wanted to hear more about the challenges 

���������	
����
�	�
���	�
�
����	�
���	

In August 2006, the Sallie Bingham Center 
debuted a new online look as part of an overall 
website design change within the Duke Univer-
sity Libraries.  The Rare Book, Manuscript, and 
Special Collections Library was the first depart-
ment within Duke Libraries to receive its make-
over in December 2005, and now the Research 
Centers are following suit. 

Visitors to the new homepage will find a 
site that is simpler and easier to navigate.  The 
once text-heavy pages will now feature more 
graphics and user-friendly elements without 

sacrificing content. The new navigation bar on 
the left side guides users to their area of interest 
in a more systematic and intuitive manner. 

The website will continue to provide the 
services and functions that our students, re-
searchers, donors, and other visitors have come 
to rely on including information on finding 
materials, subject guides, bibliographies, and 
postings of news, events, and recent acquisi-
tions, while also serving as an archive of infor-
mation  related to past events and other Center 
history. 
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