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EVANGELION. FOUR GOSPELS. DAILY LECTIONARY.

Paper; A. . 1627 (Scribe Lucas Buzau); 260 ff.; 2 cols.(293 x 150), 26 lines. 400 x 265 66 mm.

CONTENTS:
SYNAXARION

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. JOHN: BEGINNING WITH THE HOLY AND GREAT
SUNDAY OF EASTER

/f. 1= 35% Easter to Pentecost.! [Ornamental headpiece (54 x 145 mm), gilt cornucopia
joined at the base extending upward and outward towards the corners at the head;
blossoms, leaves, tendrils, on dark blue background, enclosed with natrow ribband
of gold, the lower border extended with rising finials with knots at the base; floriate
centered ornament in the top in the center at the head with orange, blue and red
floriate finials on each corner at the head] Title [in ornamental gilt uncials (23 mm
tall across two columns)] Tf ayie xoto peyorf kvprokf Iaoka « Ex tod xotd
Teovvng; weekly for the first week; Friday, Saturday, Sunday; liturgy and orthros.
Exuberant floriate initial “E” in blue, orange, red, gilt, highlighted with white
accents. Each reading begins with a floriated initial in greens, red, orange, gilt with
gilt liturgical instructions and gilt punctuation in the text. Text in black.

/. 34" BLANK

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. MATTHEW: BEGINNING WITH THE FIRST WEEK
AFTER PENTECOST

S f. 35786 Matthew. [Ornamental floral balanced headpiece flowing from a festooned
center outward to large blossoms in each corner; rinceau and leaves gilt, with small
orange accents, red background, enclosed in a thin gilt line with extended base line
from which rises double knotted floriate finials, gilt with orange accents; on the top in
the center of the upper border of the headpiece is a floriate ornament in blue, orange,
and red, with corner finials at angles in colors.] Title [in gilt ornamental uncials 24
mm tall] TH Sevtépa 1fig npwtig €vdoudda peto ™My Tevinkootv frot 100 &yiov
nv[eduoarolg €x 100 kota M[at]8[diov]. Daily. Initial “T” (zoomorphic, serpent with
red, orange, blue floriate decoration, outlined in gold ink).

! The rubrics seems to follow those of Gregory 303; cf. Gregory, Textkrisik, 1. 343ff.
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE: BEGINNING THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER THE
ELEVATION OF THE CROSS

ff. 87 - 135" Luke. Instructions (f. 86Y; in red with gilt initials) Xpn yivécxelv 611 10
gvayyéaov tig xovavaiag, 516 10 noAddxig yiveoBat £ ndoyo, @de pév oV xwpel
avoylwvookeoBor  €lg 10 cofPatoxvplakov 100 potbBaiovt 0T omaveiwng
avoywveoketol 187 100 patdalov Kuplokol, avoylvooKeTal 8€ eig 10 Koo AOLKAY,
100D TpoToVPapLoaiov Kol 10V TEAMVOL KupLokf St 10 eimep dpa Aelyel €lg 10
KaTd, AOUKAY, Kuplakol. Aid 10 un kuveoBot 10 mdoxa: The text continues (in red
with gilt initial) TO 8¢ kotd Aovkdv Gytov edayyEAOV GvoylvedoKeTal A apyig Tiig
petd v Lywoly, B €v dhaig 1B TAm dapyxfig 8¢ thig 1Y, €LdORASO TO KOTO HAPKOV
taig mévie nuépairg Tolg 8¢ ocdffoct kal 10i¢ Kuptkaig, TAALY O Aovkdg.
[Otnamental freeform floral headpiece of gilt rinceau and large blossoms accented
with orange, flowing to large blossoms in each corner; dark blue background,
enclosed in a thin gilt ribband with extended base line from which rises knotted
floriate finials, gilt with orange accents; on the top in the center of the upper border
of the headpiece is a floriate ornament in blue, orange, and red, with corner finials at
angles in colors.] Title [in ornamental gilt initials, 20 mm tall] Thg debvtepa 17 npwy
£Bdonadog 100 véov €tovg. Initial “T” an exuberance of flowing leaves in red,
orange, green, and blue, outlined in gold. At the end of the xvploxf 1 £€x 10D xa1a
Mdpxov in red is the following: "Avayivaoketor 8 itol avT Tiig yovavailog KupLaki
£€av umkovvntol N arokpeng S 10 €€d maoya, xoi Aelyn €lg 0 KOTO AOLKAV
Kvplaxkf €1 youueAd. . . avayveoodival fitor avTn Kuploxh, ag avayvectdot kol €x
T@v 0mLobey, ol meviol Huépat 100 cofa?

S £ 1367 - 1527 Sunday of the Publican through Sunday of the Cheese-Fare (KvpLokij tijg
Tvpogayov). Title (in gilt minuscules across the width of both columns) At the
head: Tfj B, 1& e0douadf” [Ornamental headpiece (31 x 155 mm) of leaves, gilt
rinceau and flowers, gold, orange, blue, and green, without ribband border.]
Kuproxf tod tehovou kal tov Papioatl €k 100 Aovkdv. Initial “E” floriate with bird
in red with blue wings on top of the ornament on the upper bowl; elaborate floral
display in blue, red, orange, green, with white accents. Last reading on f. 1527 1fj
Kuplokij Thg Tupoddyov: €x kata MatBoiov (Matt. vi. 14-21).

THE GOSPELS OF THE PANNYCHIDAS OF THE FIRST WEEK OF LENT

ff. 152V - 155¢ Vigil of Lent. Rubrics (in red) TH B~ €onepag €x xatd Aovkdv. At the head
(in red minuscules) Evayyéha €v avayiwveokdueva eig 1dg mavvuyidog Thg npotng
£Bdopadog 1@V YNoTELDY"

/. 155¥ BLANK

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. MARK

S f. 1567 - 180" Lent through Holy Thursday. |[Ornamental headpiece (58 x 157 mm) of
balanced bipartite horizontal meander in gilt, of rinceau emerging from a central
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foliate pattern, gilt, with leaves and blossoms, accented with orange, on red ground
within thin gilt border extended on either side at the base to accommodate rising
meandering finials of rinceau and leaves; on top of the headpiece in the center is a
flotiate ornament in gold, red, and orange, supported by peacocks facing on either
side of the centerpiece in fine penwork (black) uncolored, with floriate finials at
angles at each corner at the head.] Title (in gilt ornamental uncials, 23 mm,
extending across the width of two columns) Zofpdte tpdtov 10v vnoteimv: €k 10b
kotd Mdpkov and repeated in minuscule gilt €k 100 xota Mdpxov (Mark it. 23 - iii.
5). Initial floriate in style as those above.

TWELVE GOSPELS OF PASSION OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST ON HOLY
AND GREAT THURSDAY

ff. 181t - 195v Twelve Gospels of the Passion [Ornamental headpiece the width of one
column (10 x 69 mm) rinceau and leaves emerging from a central gilt leaf in meander
in gilt, red, orange, and blue without a border.]. Title (in gilt minuscules) Ebdayyéiia
B 1@V aylev Taddv: £k 100 koo Io[avvnv].

THE GOSPELS OF THE GREAT HOURS OF HOLY AND GREAT FRIDAY

ff. 196" - 209¢ Night Watches of the Vigil of Good Friday. [Ornamental headpiece (11 x
72) gilt intetlacing strapwork on red ground with red and gold floral finials, one in
the center at the top and one each on the head cormers.] Title (in ornamental red
minuscules) Ebayélia t@v opdv tig ayiag kal peyariic napaokeviic. At the heading
of the column, gilt, "Qpa o™

RESURRECTION MORNING GOSPELS ( EQOINA’) READ AT THE ORTHROS ON
SUNDAYS

ff. 209" - 217° Eleven Gospels. [Ornamental headpiece (28 x 79 mm), gilt interlaced
running guilloche with round orange dots along both the upper and lower edges,
background of green, red, and blue.] Title (in gilt ornamental minuscules) Edoyéha
€mfva avaotdopa wo”. Initial “T” floriate in blue, orange, green; outlined in gold.

/. 216" BLANK
THE GOSPELS OF THE IMMOVABLE FEASTS OF THE YEAR—MENOLOGION

MENOLOGION [ f. 217" - 260*. Not every day is cited and some receive special attention.
[Ornamental headpiece (25 x 153 mm) running meander of rinceau, leaves and

flowers, gilt, emerging from a single large leaf design in the center; background gilt;
thin gold border.]

ff. 217 - 225 September. Title (in gilt ornamental uncials) MnvoAdyiov obv O[e]d ayiw.
The following is in red ornamental minuscules with gilt initial "Apyn thg ivéiktouv:
kot pvAun b oclov nlatlplolg Audv: Tupeav tod Ztvditov' xal N olva&io tiig
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unepayiog Beotdékov. Initial “T” floriated in red, orange, blue, green, and outlined in

gold. Dates for which full texts for orthros, vespers, or liturgy are given are 1, 6, 8, 9,
23, 26, and 31.

ff. 2257 - 226" October. |Ornamental headpiece (15 x 67 mm) guilloche, gilt, with red
ground, without border.] Dates for which full texts for orthros, vespers, or liturgy are
given are 13 and 16.

ff.226Y - 229¥ November. [Ornamental headpiece (11 x 70 mm) gilt florate arabesque with
red and blue flowers on either end.] Initial “I” exuberant floriate in red, green, blue,

with gilt outline.] Dates for which full texts for orthros, vespers, or liturgy are given
are 1, 8,12, and 13.

f. 229Y - 233¥ December. [Ornamental headpiece (11 x 75 mm) balanced floral headpiece,
meander of flowers and rinceau in green, red, blue, with gilt outline issuing from a
central floral ornament.] Dates for which full texts for orthros, vespers, or liturgy are
given are 4, 5, 6, 20, the Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays before and after Christmas,
and 26.

ff. 233 - 238" December 25 [Ornamental floral headpiece (8 x 72 mm) to two-ply
cable in red with gilt outline and gilt dots at the intersections along the
ornament at the top and bottom] Title (in red ornamental minuscules)
Evoyyého tdv wapdv tiig mopapoviig thg ayiog X[pioto]d tod O[eo]d Mudv
YEVVIOEWS" BpC O,

ff. 2397 - 245 January. [Ornamental headpiece (12 x 67 mm) of running rinceau, leaves
and flowers in red, blue and gilt; without border.] Dates for which full texts for
orthros, vespers, or liturgy are given are 1, 5, 6, 7, 10, and 17.

ff. 240c Epiphany. [Running two-ply cable ornament (5 x 73 mm) in dark blue, gilt
outline with gilt dots at the intersections of the twists.] Title [in red ornamental
minuscules] Evayygiio 1@v opdv 1 topopovi] 1@v oylov Oeogaveinv. dpo .

[ f. 2457 - 2467 February. {Ornamental headpiece (9 x 71 mm) of running rinceau, flowers,
and leaves in green, blue, and red emerging from a large central floral ornament of
red, green and blue, outlined in gold.] Title (in gilt ornamental minuscules) Mnv

®evpovdprog. Dates for which full texts for orthros, vespers, or liturgy are given are
1 and 24.

ff. 246" - 248 March. [Ornamental headpiece [13 x 73 mm), two rows of cresting floral
ornaments, connected at the base, intertwined, in blue, red, orange, gilt, with
downward turned trefoil finials.] Title (in gilt minuscules) Mnv Mdptiog. Dates for
which full texts for orthros, vespers, or liturgy are given are 10, 17, 25, and 30.

Sf. 248" - 2507 April. [Ornamental headpiece (12 x 72 mm), running meander of gilt
rinceau with red, blue, and red flowers, with orange accents, without border.] Title
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(in gilt ornamental minuscules) Miv "Anpidiiog. Dates for which full texts for
orthros, vespers, or liturgy are given are 1,22, and 23.

ff. 250t - 250 May. [Ornamental headpiece (12 x 73 mm) gilt interlaced guilloche
strapwork on red and green with orange accent dots along the intersections at the
upper and lower edge, without border.] Title (in gilt minuscles) Miiv Mdiog. The
only date for which full texts for orthros, vespers, or liturgy are given is the 26,

ff.250¥ - 254t June. [Ornamental headpiece (15 x 75 mm) free-form floral ornament rising
from a central red floral patters, with meander to right and left culminating in largish
gteen leaf] Title (in gilt ornamental minuscule) Mnyv "lotviog. Dates for which full
texts for orthros, vespers, or liturgy are given are 2, 24, and 29.

ff. 254t - 254" July. [Ornamental headpiece (19 x 80 mm), interlacing double bands
forming citcles and interlace, gilt, with orange background and red dots.] Title (in
gilt minuscules) My IovAlog.

ff.254v - 260" August. [Ornamental headpiece (19 x 80 mm), interlaced double band, as in
the headpiece on f. 2547, but with knotted centers, background red and green, with
orange dots along the intersections of the bands at the top and bottom.] Title (in gilt
ornamental minuscules) Mnv Atyovotog,.

f. 260" Colophon (in red with gilt flower ornament at the head and tail with gilt initial).

Writing Material. 1 f + 260 + 2 f ;400 x £275 mm,; paper; very white with pronounced
impressions of chain and wire lines. Watermark of a flag with the initials C(? G) B; cf.
Briquet 5990 (1599) and Likhachev, Watermarks, 3303.

Collation/Pagination. 11l a8 (£26) 8° r® (2r2) A% (A7) €7 (-€3) ¢-18 137 (-12.8) 8 (-181) 1 -
16° K’ (-K7) ka® (£Ka8) k8 - Ar® 2?. While there atre cancels, thete is no text missing. The
quire numbers are in very small Greek uncials in black ink in the center of the margin at
the tail on the recto of the first leaf of the quite and on the verso of the last leaf of the
quire; where some, however, have been trimmed away, a modern hand has included in
pencil the quire numbers. The quires are regularly in 8’s. In quire €, the stub of f. €5
(f. 37) follows f. €2 (. 34). Foliated in pencil by a modern hand in the fore edge/head
corner of the recto of each leaf.

al=f. 1 11=f.72 tel=f. 142 knl=f. 213
1=f.9 wl=f. 80 kl=f. 150 kel=f.221
rl=f. 17 i1=f. 87 kal=f. 157 Al=f. 229
Al=f.25 rl=f. 94 Kel=f. 165 aal=f. 237
el=f. 33 iAl=f. 102 krl=f. 173 ARl=f, 245
csl=f. 40 1el=f. 110 kKAal=f. 181 Arl=f. 253
zl1=f. 48 sl=f. 118 kel=f. 189 x1=f.261
Hl=f. 56 wzl=f. 126 ksl=f. 197

ol=f. 64 wl=f. 134 kz1=f. 205
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Ruling. Ruled for 26 lines with a dry point using a mastara. Measuring from the head, lines
fall at the following intervals: 515 303 322 408; measuring from the gutter: 17 22 92
118 187 195 206 272. Leroy 32E2. Space between the lines averages 10/10 mm for
lines of text.

Hand. By the scribe Lucas Buzau (colophon f. 260r)
To mapov Beiov kol 1epov | edayyértov £ypagn | dud xeipog lepod 10D ta | mewvod,
ovkoPraxiag, |Aovka Av’ €£68ov dvioviov ypaupo-| Tikod 1od Tpropoxapiotov |
padovia PoePdda kol | €medobn €v tif xepl avtot | kol o1 avoyivdckovieg evyeah.. |
NUGY 810 1OV K[Vprolv: E1oug LpAe

In part the translation reads as follows: “The present godly and holy Gospel was written by
me, the humble Hungaro-Vlach Luke, at the request of the noble lord Antonius,
secretary of the thrice-blessed Radu Voivode, and was given into his hands in the year
1627.” Likely the recipient was Alexander VII, the Coconsul, who ruled over Wallachia
from August 1623 until November 1627 and over Moldavia from July 1629 until 28
April 1630.2 The work of Lucas has been the study of several works (cited in the
bibliography) by most notably Linos Politis and Gary Vikan. Among the manuscripts
known to have been written by Lucas are the following: Athens, Byzantine Museum,
cod. 203; Athens, National Library, codices 755 [A. D. 1577] and 836; Athens, Senate
Library, cod. 11; Baltimore, Walters Art Gallery, cod. W535; Phanar (Constantinople),
Patriarchal Library (now lost); Jerusalem, Treasury, cod. 2; St. Petersburg, IAR, cod. 189;
Meteora, Batlaam, codices 34 and 78; Meteora, Metamorphosis, codices 624 and 654y;
Mount Athos, Dionysiou, cod. 429 [A. D. 1588]; Mt. Athos, Iviron, Codices 1385,
1423m; Mt. Athos, Iviron, Akathistos Hymn (roll); Mt. Athos, Great Lavra, codices. H148
and W140; Mt. Athos, Panteleimon, cod. 426; Mt. Athos, St. Paul Skiti, cod. 806; Mt
Athos, Simonpetras (lost); Mt. Sinai, St. Catherine’s, 1480; Naxos, Koimenis, 1; Patis,
Bibliotheque Nationale, cod. gr. 100A and Suppl. Gr. 407 [ca. A. D. 1592]; Princeton,
University Library (Garrett Collection), cod. 13; San Francisco, Greeley Collection®.

Ornamentation. Black red and gold are used for the text; gold for the punctuation. Every
reading has an elaborately floriate and sometimes zoomorphic initial in bright greens,
reds, oranges, the whole outlined in gold paint. Occasionally one can see the preliminary
work of the rubricator (Lucas?) in plumb. He does not always keep to the original plan
for the initials, however. Nevertheless, they are superbly executed. The headpieces vary
in size from largish rectangular pieces to smaller free-form bar ornaments that separate
the sections in the Menologion. Large rectangular headpieces are found on f f. 17, 351,
871,136, and 1567; smaller bar headpieces are found on ff. 1817, 196, 209, 217v, 225,
226v, 229V, 233, 2397, 2407 (running cable ornament), 2457, 246v, 2487, 250r, 250, 2541,
and 254. The colors include: for the ink, apart from the very black for the text, soft red

2 See “The Chronological Table of the Ruling Princes,” Torga, History of Roumania, ed. by McCabe, p. 268. See
also the unpublished Ph. D. dissertation of Gary K. Vikan, “Illustrated Manusctipts of Pseudo-Ephraem’s
‘Life of Joseph’ and the ‘Romance of Joseph and Aseneth,” Princeton University, 1976.

3 Mrs. Helen Greeley of Virginia Beach, Virginia? See, Jean-Marie Olivier, Repertoire des bibliothégues et des
catalogues de Manuscrits grecs, “Virginia Beach, Va.”
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(Centroid 12) to very red (Centroid 11); as for the colors used in the ornamentations,
both for the headpieces and the initial letters they include very reddish orange (Centroid
34) to very orange (Centroid 48); deep red (Centroid 13) to dark red (Centroid 16); and
deep yellowish green (Centroid 118); soft yellowish green (Centroid 117), very yellowish
green (Centroid 129), and dark blue (Centroid 183).

Binding. Byzantine binding sewn in the chain-link type stitch, originally covered with red
velvet and metal furniture. Now without the cloth covering and none of the metal
furniture—apparently removed for the value of the ornamentation. The bare wood is
exposed with the grain running parallel to the head and tail; the spine liner of unbleached
linen, apparently originally green now much faded, extending over onto the boards by 55
mm, adhering to the surface of the boards on the outside and held in place by the
endbands which are sewn through the spine liner. In preparation the boards were “v”
grooved up to the edges and were supplied with simple pin anchorages—now wanting—
two at the fore-edge and one each at the head and tail. Sewn in the Byzantine style with
chain-link style sewing with extended plain endbands of unbleached linen. Paper
pastedowns have a watermark of a shield and bar sinistre surmounted by a fleur-de-lis
with the initials WR]J at the base. (Similar to Briquet 995, 996).

Provenance.

1. This manuscript was written by Lukas Buzau for an official of the Voivode Radu, or
perhaps for the Voivode himself, in 1627. Three princes of the House of Radu held
the office of Voivode of Moldavia or Wallachia at about this time. Present-day
Wallachia is the region in southern Romania between the Transylvanian Alps and the
Danube.

2. Among the group of Duke Greek Ms. 32-39 owned by Sir Austen Henry Layard,
excavator of Nineveh.+

3. Among the properties of the Governors of Canford School, Wimbotne, this
manuscript was among gift of Sir Austen Henry Layard.

4. Sotheby's Sale of 12 December 1966, lot 199.

5. Alan G. Thomas, Bookseller, Fall, 1967. $2,240 (£800) with Ford Foundation Grant
funds.

6. Duke University, Greek Ms. 39.
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