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PREFACE

Since this account may not be read for some years and for
the sake of clarity in some parts of my story, I think it wise to
preface it with a short discussion of the administration between
1923 and 1930.

When I began my association with Trinity College in the
summer of 1923 its administration was in the hands of a group of
men who had for years been connected with the college: President
William Preston Few, Dr. William Wannamaker, Mr. Robert Lee
Flowers, Mr. Charles Markham, and Dr. Frank Brown.

President Few had been chairman of the English department,
then Dean of the College, and for some years its president. He
had married an alumna and lived in a large white house not far
from the girls' dormitory of Southgate. He had five sons but no
daughter and so had little knowledge of teenage girls. He was a
quiet, scholarly, very able man who dreamed dreams of what
Trinity could become. He was a warm friend of Mr. Benjamin Duke
who, following in his father's footsteps, was often of financial
help to Trinity and who interested his brother, James Buchanan
Duke, in the establishment of the University. President Few was
president through all the first years of the University's
development; living until 1940. During the years 1923-1930 his
office was in the East Duke building, but in 1930, after the
opening of the West Campus, he moved his office and those of the
other men in the administration to what is now the Flowers
Building, leaving the offices in East Duke to the Woman's
College. Shortly thereafter the Fews moved to the new

president's house on the West Campus.

Note: the author’s handwritten additions are enclosed in curly brackets: { }



Dr. Wannamaker was Dean of the College and chairman of the
German department. By 1925-26 he was made Vice-president in the
Educational Division. He was responsible for all academic
advising and also for matters of discipline, for women as well as
for men before I came, though in social matters including any
discipline of women Miss Fronde Kennedy, who retired as Dean of
Women in June, 1923, had shared. Dean Wannamaker's office was in
East Duke building opposite President Few's. His home was on
Buchanan Boulevard. He had one son and three daughters, all of
whom attended Trinity College or the University.

Mr. Flowers was treasurer and secretary of the College and
by 1924-25 vice-president in the Business Division. He had been
a professor of mathematics and for some years had held the
offices of treasurer and secretary. "Mr. Bob," as he was called,
was much beloved by the alumni and students. He had married a
Durham woman, had two daughters, and lived in a white house on
the campus next to President Few's. Mrs. Flowers was a social
leader, entertained the students frequently, especially sorority
women and fraternity men. Her home was full of beautiful
antiques and she was greatly interested in all phases of interior
decorating. After the West Campus homes were completed, the
Flowers moved into the large house opposite President Few's. Mr.
Flowers had wide contacts in the state and in New York and was a
man of much influence. His office was in East Duke, adjoining
Pres. Few's.

Mr. Charles Markham was assistant treasurer. He lived in
town and had one son and several daughters, all of whom attended
Trinity or the University.

Dr. Prank Brown was chairman of the English department, a
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friend of Mr. Ben Duke. 1In 1923 and thereafter he was especially
concerned with the development of the grounds. After the
establishment of the University in 1925 Dr. Brown was made
Comptroller and had great influence in the planning and building
of the new buildings on the East Campus. He set up his office in
East Duke in the room now called the Blue Room and there he kept
all the blueprints. He was chairman of the building committee
and had frequent conferences with the architect, Mr. Trumbauer,
with Mr. Lee, the chief engineer, and with Mr. James Duke, who
died before the new buildings were completed. Dr. Brown lived in
a large white house on Buchanan Boulevard.

At various times between 1923 and 1930 other men were
appointed to administrative positions with whom I had more or
less contact: Dr. W. K. Greene, Mr. Herbert Herring, Mr. Charles
Jordan, Mr. Dean Arnold, Mr. James Thompson, Mr. Allen Tyree, and
Mr. Richard Thigpen.

Dr. Greene was a professor of English who in 1929-30 held
the title of Dean of the Curriculum of Trinity College. Mr.
Herring in 1924-25 was assistant Dean in Dr. Wannamaker's office
and after 1930 was Dean of Trinity College, the undergraduate
college for men. By 1928-29 Mr. Arnold was also assistant Dean
of the College.

Mr. Jordan was Mr. Flowers' assistant, prominent in
Methodist Church affairs and in public relations. Mr. Thigpen in
1924 became Alumni Secretary. Both Mr. Thompson and Mr. Tyree
had been under Dr. Brown's tutelage. Mr. Thompson was a football
man who for some years was manager of the dining-rooms and

purchasing agent for all foods. Mr. Tyree had worked with Dr.
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Brown on the maintenance of buildings, etc., was a protégé of Mr.
Flowers and, before 1930, was first Inspector of Buildings and
instructor in Physics, and by 1927-28 Director in the Business
Division, a position he held throughout my administration, a
position which, after 1930, included control of the housekeepers.

These and Dr. Speed, the college physician, were the men
with, whom I worked more or less closely with the exception of
Mr. Thompson with whom my relations were indirect through the
dietitian on the East Campus. All of them, except Mr. Thompson
and Dr. Speed had offices in the East Duke Building. None of
them had worked with a woman who had any real authority or
faculty standing, except as Miss Kennedy, who had the title of
Dean of Women, did have control over the life in Southgate, but
without any authority in academic matters.

When I came in the fall of 1923 for two weeks and
permanently in January of 1924, I came as Dean of Women with
faculty rank as assistant professor of history and with more
academic authority than Miss Kennedy had had. I remained Dean of
Women until 1930, when I became Dean of the Woman's College. 1In
actuality, however, from 1927 until 1930 I was Dean of the
Woman's College which existed only in prospective until 1930 when
the men moved over to the West Campus {and}, the buildings on the
East, with the exception of those occupied by the engineers, were
turned over to the women and the Woman's College was definitely
established as one of the Colleges in the larger University with
its own dean, as Trinity College, the College of Engineering, and
the graduate and professional schools each had its own dean as

chief administrator.



April, 1959

The Woman's College, as I remember it.

Dr. Laprade of the History department has for some years been
urging me to write my recollections of the Woman's College of Duke
University before my memory becomes clouded and weak. He says truly
that, in some matters, I am the only one who knows what occurred and
why and that a frank and full account of events as I remember them
may sometime be of value for a history of the Woman's College and
the University. This account is for the present to be placed in the
Archives, not subject for use or publication, as it will necessarily
include mention of men and women still living.

In order to refresh my memory in certain details and in regard
to certain names I have gone over the large amount of material
which, at my retirement, was stored in the Manuscript Division of
the Library. I have also consulted the files of the Chronicle and
the Alumni Register and have discussed some matters with Miss Louise
Seabolt, Miss Annie Garrard, Miss Julia Grout, and Mrs. Elizabeth
Persons, all of whom worked with me in my early years at Trinity and
the Woman's College. On the whole, however, this account depends on
my own recollections.

To begin with, then, in the years 1921-1923 I was studying for
my doctor's degree at the University of Chicago, intending to
continue in the field of teaching and historical research for which
I had training and experience. I was working under Prof. Andrew
McLaughlin and, as I had a history fellowship, was his assistant.

He had asked me to assist some of the graduate



students in such matters as note-taking and I had become well
acquainted with a number of men and women in the graduate courses in
history, not only those working especially under Prof. McLaughlin
but also those who were working in other fields of history. I had
been elected in 1922-23 president of the graduate club and so had
special opportunity to know some of the more prominent students.
Among them were Quinton Holton of Durham, N. C. and Frank Graham of
Chapel Hill, both of whom became my friends.

In the spring of 1923 Quinton Holton talked to me of Trinity
College, of which I must confess I had never heard. He thought that
the College was on the eve of large growth and said that a Miss
Kennedy, who was Dean of Women, would be leaving and he asked if I
would be interested in such a position. Not in the least, I
answered. Years before, when I was much too young for it, I had
served as Dean of Women at Fargo College, N. D. where I had also
taught English and history. My experience there had made me vow I
would never take a position as Dean and I had refused various offers
of such a nature.

Probably Mr. Holton wrote to his brother, Prof. Holland Holton,
of Trinity College {Director of the Summer school and Chairman of
the Education Department}. In that spring Prof. Holton wrote asking
if I would be interested in serving as Acting Dean of Women in the
Summer School. Not at all, I answered. Before long he wrote again
and I gave the same answer. I was working on my doctor's thesis
which required research in libraries widely scattered and I wanted
to continue. I had also been offered a position as assistant in the
history department of the University of Chicago for the year 1923-
24, which involved teaching, and I had accepted it.

But Prof. Holton wrote a third time. By that time I had



spent much of my savings in my years of study and research and the
salary Prof. Holton offered was tempting. In addition, I had never
been South and I thought that six weeks experience in N. C. would be
interesting. So I accepted, intending fully to return to Chicago
and to teach there; as I had finally resigned from my position as
head of the department of history at the Baldwin School, Bryn Mawr,
where I had taught for fifteen years. I knew nobody in N. C. except
the two men I had met in Chicago, or so I thought, but found on
arrival in Durham that Mrs. William Glasson was a Cornellian whom I
had known as a college student.

Those six weeks were quite an experience. I lived in the west
end of Southgate on the first floor, opposite what served as the
only gymnasium for women. In the other end in similar roomg lived
Miss Elizabeth {Eliza} Powell and Mrs. Mary Walton, dietitian
{matron} and housekeeper {assistant matron} respectively. Opposite
them was the dining-room. The center room on that floor was the Anna
Branson Memorial Room, furnished by Mr. James A. Thomas in memory of
his first wife, who had been a student at Trinity. This room at
that time was never used by the students but was reserved for the
faculty for special social occasions. On both sides of this room
were two rooms for the use of the students, simply furnished. On
the left of the front entrance was an office for the Dean and the
other rooms on the front of Southgate were used for classrooms for
the younger women students, chiefly in history and English and a
little later French, in which subjects separate classes for women
were given.

The women students lived on the second and third floors of
Southgate in rooms which were larger than the usual bed-rooms in

college dormitories. In the center of the second floor was a very



poorly furnished living-room and two small rooms at its sides served
as the YWCA room and the Student Government room.

My job that summer was to see that all went well in the
dormitory and to plan with the staff and students for the social
life. I enjoyed those six weeks, hot as it was. The students were
cooperative and I had much help from some of the boys; Frank Warner,
Robert James, Allison Ormond, Fred Green and others, as well as from
Aura Holton, a graduate of June, 1923, and various members of the
Summer School faculty, notably Prof. Holton, Dr. Speed {the college
physician}, and Dr. Boyd {chairman of the history department}.

In this dormitory there was no nurse and not even a janitor in
the evenings so it was my duty to see that all doors were shut and
locked after closing hours. Luckily, as I remember it, no one
needed a nurse that summer. My first meal in the dining-room was in
a way revealing and amusing. I sat at Miss Powell's table. The
waitresses were students. Noticing that I had no napkin I asked our
waitress to bring me one. She hesitated, looked at Miss Powell, who
nodded and then told me that all of us, students, staff, and Dean
had to supply all their own linen, including napkins. Of course I
bought some napkins, towels, etc., but I watched for those six weeks
to see how it worked. Some of the girls kept themselves supplied
with clean napkins, some used those which were too soiled, and some
had none. Of course I could not tell about towels and bed linen.
That was Mrs. Walton's job, as it was hers to see that the bed -
rooms were kept clean and reasonably neat.

After a few busy weeks Pres. Few talked with me about the
position of Dean of Women, asking me various questions about my
opinions, experience, etc. He asked if I could take criticism and

disappointment without weeping! Shortly Mr. Flowers and Dr.



Wannamaker came also, asking identical questions, including my
ability to refrain from tears. Then one day Dr. Few offered me the
position of Dean of Women, in which I told him that I was not
interested. He asked me to think it over carefully and said he would
come for my answer later. He offered me $3,000.00 out of which I
would have to pay $800.00 for my two rooms and board. He said also
that in time I could expect a salary of at least $5,000.00. I had
said that I would not consider the position at all unless I could
have a seat on the faculty, could teach some classes in history,
have no responsibility as a nurse for which I was entirely unfitted,
and have real authority in working with the girls. I was assured
that, if I came, I should have the rank of assistant professor of
history. At Chicago I had passed the general exams for the Ph.D.
and only the finishing of my thesis was still to do.

The night before President Few was to receive my answer I
stayed awake all night and finally decided not to accept the
position, but on that morning President Few telephoned that he was
called out of town and would be absent several days. During those
days I received a letter from Professor McLaughlin to whom I had
written in detail, advising me to accept the position, saying that
the Trinity College department of history had a good reputation, and
that, after a few years, I could return to Chicago with a higher
rank than if I remained in the University and was advanced according
to their usual method; that, if I had been younger, he would not
have advised it, but, as it was, I could return to Chicago whenever
I wished and that a few years at Trinity would be an advantage to my
career as a professor of history.

So I thought it all over again and, when President Few finally



came for my answer. I told him I would come under certain
conditions, among them that I would not be required to remain during
the summer sessions, as I wished to continue my research in my
special field. To this and other conditions President Few assented.
In talking of my coming work Dr. Few said that it had already been
decided definitely that the women were to have their own coordinate
college and he asked my opinion on the subject. I answered that I
was a product of coeducation but that, if a coordinate college was
to be developed, our job was to make it the best possible of its
kind.

So the matter stood. I returned to Durham for the opening in
September, remaining for some three weeks until the fall quarter of
the University of Chicago opened, when I returned to complete my
teaching in the University. I liked my classes and was most
reluctant to leave them and my friends among the professors.
However, in the middle of January, 1924, I returned to take up my
work at Trinity, entirely ignorant of coordination and, to a large
extent, of just what was before me. I came from walking the Midway
in a heavy fur coat in 16° below zero weather to one of North
Carolina's January hot spells so that, for some weeks, I felt as if
I had a high fever.

I was to teach two classes of freshman women in history; to
develop more gracious living in Southgate; to advise the women
students; to work with the alumnae; to discover what was necessary
for the recognition of the college by the National Association of
University Women and to try to meet those requirements, for both
President Few and the alumnae were anxious for full accreditation;

to find and employ a resident, registered full-time nurse; to find



and employ a qualified dietitian and housekeeper, etc. and above all
to be a guide and friend to the women students.

Mrs. Mary Vance, a prominent alumna, had served as acting Dean
in my absence that fall; she and her husband, Major Zeb Vance,
living in Southgate. Fortunately, the student Government president,
Nora Chaffin, was very able and helpful both to Mrs. Vance and to me
when I arrived.

It is strange now in 1959 to look back to the situation in
1923-24. Certain steps had already been taken by the women students
with the counsel of my predecessor, Miss Fronde Kennedy, toward the
coordinate college. Miss Kennedy had taught English, but had never
been recognized as a member of the faculty.

The girls had already organized the first student government
association, the Y.W.C.A., their own glee club, their own literary
society, and a dramatic club to which men were not admitted until
1923. As stated above, the college had established separate classes
for women in freshman history and English, but in advanced classes
men and women worked together, used the common library, attended the
common, required daily chapel services, belonged to various
departmental clubs, and after 1923 to the same dramatic society.

There was, on the third floor of Southgate, an infirmary of
several rooms shut off from the rest of the floor, but no resident
nurse. Miss Kennedy had cared for those who were ill, but in 1923-
24 Mrs. Walton was made responsible and I was to be called only in
an emergency. By September of 1924 I was to have a full-time
resident nurse. Dr. Speed, the college physician, cared for women as
well as men.

In physical education the girls were at a decided disadvantage.



The new memorial gymnasium was open only to men. The women had a
poorly equipped, rather large room on the first floor of Southgate
where they were given some work by Miss Christenbury, a senior who
gave part time to these duties, but no credit was given for the
work. 1In earlier years Cap Card had given some time to the girls.
This gym was also used for many student gatherings and parties.
Perhaps first I might mention some of our efforts to develop
more gracious living. In the summer of 1923 and against the wishes
of Miss Powell, who said it was never done in Southern colleges, Mr.
Flowers had stood with me in requiring her to provide napkins for
the girls, at least two a week, to be ready for the opening in
September. Dr. Brown had promised me during that summer that my
living-room would be attractively furnished but I found only some
wicker chairs and nothing whatever to give it the atmosphere I
wanted. I had determined not to ask for money for my own needs
since so much was needed for the dormitory, so, when I arrived in
January, I spent $350.00 of my own money to buy a couch, an arm
chair, and some inexpensive dishes, etc. I also rented a piano and
made my living-room a place where the girls would like to come.
Often I had different groups of students in for an evening of music
and informal talks. Mary Kestler played the guitar, I the piano,
sometimes we sang. Miss Kestler and several of the girls had good
voices. Sometimes I had the girls help me in making dozens of small
napkins from some Japanese cloth which I bought, so that we should
have enough for our informal evenings. These evenings and others,
when the girls came in without invitation helped to make dean and
students better acquainted and gave us an opportunity to discuss
various matters concerning student government, the social life, our

ideals for the college, etc. There



were certain customs which I wished to change. Among these were the
ten minutes dates after dinner, when the boys crowded into the hall,
waiting for the girls to leave the dining-room, picking out the ones
they preferred, and then spending ten minutes with the girls of
their choice. It was noisy, crowded, gave the boys too big a sense
of superiority as they looked over the coeds. In the spring I
talked of this to the Student Government Association and asked them
to consider doing away with the custom. However, I told them that I
believed in student government and left the thing in their hands.

To my great disappointment they decided to keep these special dates.
Some told me that I was a Northerner and did not understand Southern
ways. I felt that thus far 1 had failed as dean, but the following
year, without another word from me, they voted to do away entirely
with these dates.

Another thing which concerned me was that some of the girls
needed training in etiquette of wvarious sorts. With the help of
some of the girls and Miss Chaffin we decided to have some evenings
in the second floor social room, sewing and talking together, so
that certain questions of etiquette might come up naturally. Since
the room needed to be made more attractive, I asked Mr. Flowers for
money for it. He gave me $30.00 and with that we bought at the five
and ten material for draperies and enough to upholster the old
settee and wicker chairs. We did all the work ourselves and, from
that same small sum, bought a cheap rug. The results were bright
and cheerful and our hours of sewing and mending together gave us
the needed opportunities for discussions on etiquette.

Another thing which needed doing was to change some of the

petty rules governing dormitory and social life. When I came, the
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girls were not even allowed to dance together. I permitted that at
once, but of course dancing with men was forbidden. There were many
very petty rules and small penalties for various offenses, demerit
marks of various kinds. We tried to simplify the rules and to
modify them in certain particulars. For example, we allowed the
seniors to use the central parlor on Sunday evenings, the dating
rules were changed to some extent, the piling up of demerits for
trifling offenses was abandoned, and the penalties made more
rational. We tried to emphasize the more important matters, such as
truthfulness, not leaving the dormitory at night surreptitiously,
qguiet during study hours, etc. In other words we tried to develop a
freer and more mature atmosphere and at the same time preserve the
better traditions, and develop personal honor and responsibility.

One of the small things which we succeeded in changing was the
custom of the BOS boys of paddling their initiates in front of
Southgate and requiring them to do all sorts of crazy things in the
dormitory such as crawling along the lower hall with their noses
touching the floor. Our gym was often used by the boys for some of
their antics to the amusement of both boys and girls. On the whole
the boys were helpful and friendly. I tried not to be fussy and
over critical but to become their friend and to-day some of the boys
of those early days remain my good friends.

These and other small changes were made gradually over the
first few years and always with the cooperation of or at the
insistence of the students. One more important change I made with
the somewhat reluctant approval of President Few. Shortly after my
arrival in 1924 I learned that some of the women were in the habit
of receiving permission to spend a night or weekend with some of the

town girls.
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Although not allowed to attend dances, nevertheless they were going
to the dances given at the hotel, going from their friends' homes,
remaining until the dances closed at two o'clock. Some of the
mothers of the town girls talked with me about the matter and
deplored what was happening, saying that, although glad to have the
girls as guests, they could not be responsible for them. This seemed
to me to be encouraging deceit. I thought it would be far more
honest for the girls to be given permission under certain conditions
to attend these dances and to go from the dormitory and return to
it. After a year or so I talked with President Few and persuaded him
to agree to such a plan though he made the condition that I should
chaperon the dance and see to it personally that every girl came in
at the appointed time. I set the hour for leaving the dance at
1:00, an hour greatly approved by Mrs. Mason and other chaperons.
The new plan worked well after we found a satisfactory method of
letting the students know when 1:00 o'clock occurred. At first the
band leader announced in a loud tone - "One o'clock. Time for the
Shack girls to leave." This struck me as awkward and graceless, so
we decided that at five minutes of one the band should play a
certain tune never played at any other time as a signal for our
students. For some years these regulations concerning attendance at
dances continued. The first time of dancing on the campus was at a
senior dinner in Southgate gym when Dr. Few agreed with me in
letting the students dance between courses. The second was in the
new Bassett house when Mrs. Pemberton, the hostess, permitted
occasional dancing in the parlor. The first real dance ever given
on the East campus was in the spring of 1931, after the Woman's

College had opened and the Woman's Student Government Association
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put on the first co-ed ball in the Memorial gymnasium. To this
President Few assented, came to see the decorations, but refused to
attend.

These are examples of the changes in the social regulations
over the six years before the Woman's College was established. The
student government presidents during those years were able,
responsible women and through their efforts and those of their
Councils the constitution was changed in various important ways.
Although more liberal in the matter of dates, hours of closing,
lights and rules, dances, etc., the women maintained of their own
choice the rules against smoking and drinking.

Now and again we had disciplinary problems. The Student
Council had the power to recommend suspension or expulsion, but it
had to be approved by myself, always with Dr. Wannamaker's
knowledge. So far as I remember he never questioned our decisions
and indeed did so only once in later years. He always gave me loyal
support in any case involving the men and good advice whenever I
asked him for it. Dr. Few was especially concerned when some girl
behaved indiscreetly. We had to send some girls home, either
suspended or very occasionally expelled. At these times I now and
then had serious trouble with parents or relations, being threatened
with lawsuits or even twice with violence, and I greatly appreciated
Dr. Wannamaker's wisdom and unfailing support.

So much for the social life in these formative years. {During
1923-1924} Miss Powell and Mrs. Walton, "Sis Liza" and "Sis Mary" as
they called each other, were most critical of the students and the
food was often greasy and ill-balanced. To go back again to 1924 -

During that year from January to September I found Miss Sara Rowe of
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Hampton, Virginia, a graduate of Randolph-Macon and a trained and
experienced dietitian and housekeeper. She was a cultured,
attractive, and able woman and was a great asset not only in the
dormitory but in the town and among the faculty. A graduate nurse
was also employed full time, Miss Kathleen Griffith, who remained
with us for several years until because of her own illness, she was
obliged to retire{, when Miss Wray Ramsey was appointed.}

One of my tasks was to see that the College was accredited by
the American Association of University Women. I went to the
Washington headquarters and thus began my long association with the
local, state, and national association. To be accredited it was
necessary that the women have not only adequate care for their
health but also an adequate and well-planned physical education set-
up, Therefore, in September 1924, Miss Julia Grout came to us as a
full-time director. She was a graduate of Holyoke with an M.A. in
physical education from Wellesley where she had been teaching. She
was highly recommended to me. She and Miss Rowe lived in Southgate
on the first floor at the eastern end of the corridor and helped
greatly in improving the life in the dormitory. Beginning with the
Southgate gymnasium with its inadequate equipment, Miss Grout
developed a department which, even before we took over the Memorial
Gymnasium in 1930, won recognition from the A.A.U.W. as well as from
our own faculty.

One of the problems was how to provide swimming for the women,
who were not allowed to use the men's pool. It was finally arranged
that, on specified days and at specified hours, the women, properly
clad and covered, could enter by the side door and use the pool
while all access to that part of the gym was closed to the men. And

so it continued until 1930.



14

Another requirement of the A.A.U.W. was the recognition of
women on the faculty and the right of the dean to share in the
making of policies. This was in line with my own convictions about
the development of a good coordinate college. During the latter
half of 1923-24 I attended rather hesitatingly my first faculty
meeting. Near the front sat old Dr. Pegram and Dr. Cranford. They
rose, welcomed me, sat me between them, and Dr. Pegram said, "Miss
Baldwin, I have longed to see this day." Dr. Boyd of the history
department, was friendly to women on the faculty also and I never
experienced from any of the men anything but courtesy.

Gradually other women were appointed in various departments,
some of which were much more hospitable to women than others and
have continued so to this day. During these early years and to some
extent through most of my years at Duke, the chairmen of departments
consulted with me before offering a position to women and sometimes
I tried to help them find qualified scholars of attractive
personality. Of course, as the university grew larger and larger
this did not happen so consistently or so often as in the earlier
years. I believed and still believe that there should be on the
faculty a fair number of women whose scholarship and teaching
ability should win and hold the respect of both students and faculty
and who are interested in working with the women students in various
ways, who are given positions of high rank, by no means always as
instructors, and who will serve as examples of what women can
achieve in the academic world. Luckily, many of the women on the
faculty in the earlier years were women of this type and were of
untold help to me and to the women students as well as to the
university. Indeed, I think the success of the Woman's College was

largely due to the
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guality and unselfish devotion of the women on the staff and faculty.
Before 1930 the following women held faculty positions at one time or
another and some remained for many years: One of the ablest was Dr.
Julia Dale in mathematics whose early death was a great loss and whose
position has never been adequately filled by a woman. Miss Julia Grout
in Physical Education, whom I have mentioned and several of her
assistants; Mrs. Mary Vance, a stimulating teacher who was {first
Instructor, and later} assistant professor of English, Mrs. N. I.
White, also in English and another unusually good teacher whose classes
attracted men as well as women. She also in time held the rank of
assistant professor. {Miss Winifred Moore, assistant professor of
Romance Languages; Miss Helen Scott, instructor in Romance languages;
Mrs. Spence, instructor in Biblical literature} For a time Dr. Ruth
Stokes was art instructor in mathematics and Mrs. Hazen Smith was not
only my assistant but, as instructor in Education, taught at least one
course. After 1930 other able women were appointed of whom I shall
speak later. I think President Few was friendly to the appointment of
women and recognized our need of them more than some of the chairmen of
departments. I talked often with him about what they meant to the
development not only to the Woman's College but to the University.

One of my chief problems from the beginning was to win recognition
from President Few, Dr. Wannamaker, and Dr. Flowers as a fellow
administrator, not simply as a woman to be treated with Southern
courtesy. It was understood that my office was not only to supervise
the social life but also the academic work of the women. This had been
in the hands of Dean Wannamaker and the girls were accustomed to going
to him. It was sometimes difficult to effect the change, partly because
Dean Wannamaker at first did not always refer the women to my office;
but in time it was accomplished. To advise them properly meant an

office near the records, secretarial assistance,
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the development of personnel as well as academic records, time for
interviews, etc. For the first few years my office was in Southgate,
then until 1930 in one of the small rooms now used by the Press {in
E. Duke}.

About this time the guidance movement began and Northwestern
developed elaborate cards for keeping records of all interviews. I
sent for some but shortly found that the time involved in writing up
a full record of every interview was too great for the results. I
thought it much wiser to have more time for conferences. So I
worked out a simplified plan of our own which gave me the
information I needed without such waste of time. Indeed, throughout
my years as Dean, I tried to have adequate but not over-elaborate
records. From time to time we developed new methods as the Woman's
College grew in numbers. Some of these I shall mention later.

Many hours were spent with Dr. Few discussing the organization
of the Woman's College. My chief aims were to have full
opportunities for the women to share in all academic life; to have
the advantages of the university libraries, laboratories, faculty,
while at the same time giving them the opportunity to develop
leadership and college spirit through their own organizations while
learning to work with men through membership in some common student
organizations and enterprizes. I have already spoken of my
convictions about the employment of able women on the faculty who
would be interested in working toward the development of the
college.

It was decided early that all students of all colleges and
schools were to receive degrees from the University; that the
faculty, in whatever college they taught, were to be members of the
university faculty. But how far the Woman's College in its courses

and set-up should be different from Trinity College was not fully
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determined. Just what was a coordinate college? I made a careful
study of many such colleges, among them Radcliffe, Barnard, Brown,
Sophie Newcomb, Flora Stone Mather, the Claremont Colleges in
California, and others. One thing became clear; there was no
generally recognized pattern. No two were exactly alike. One would
have its own president and Board of Trustees, another its own
faculty but a common president and board; another a common faculty
but separate classes through four years; another separate classes to
some extent only, etc. Three things they all had in common: living
quarters separate from those of the men, student organizations of
their own with some separation at least in classes. Each had
developed along the lines best suited to its own needs and
situation.

Our plan was to some extent influenced by the mile and a half
distance between the two campuses, a distance not originally
intended. At first President Few wished to make it possible for a
woman to receive a degree for work done entirely on our campus,
though never denying the right of any woman to do advanced work in
the laboratories and libraries of the larger campus or to attend
classes given there if there were no sections in the subject
available on the East campus. In as far as possible he wished to
have separate sections for men and women. Before 1930 such sections
had been organized in several subjects but with a limited enrollment
it was not financially practicable to section many smaller classes
since this would involve a larger faculty and an ineconomical
{uneconomical} use of class-rooms and laboratories.

In 1925 President Few set up a Council on the Instruction of
Women, or the Education of Women as it was later called, one of
various Councils recommended by the faculty Committee on
Organization and Meetings. It was at that time to consist of the

Dean of Women and
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one representative from each department offering courses largely
taken by women students. The members were to be appointed by
President Pew and were to consider matters of interest and policy
relating to the instruction and general welfare of the women
students and had the power to make recommendations to the president,
the general faculty, and the undergraduate Council. Over this
Council President Few at times presided but at times I presided and
my correspondence of that year shows that I appointed several
committees to study matters of importance relative to the position
of the women students and faculty. In November of 1925 I appointed a
standing committee with Professor Blomquist as chairman, Miss Grant
{Grout}, Mrs. N. I. White, and Dr. Laprade {of the history
department} to consider carefully the following matters, as well as
any others they considered of importance and to report at the next
meeting of the Council.

1. Suggestions as to certain general principles concerning the
training of women; relationships of members of the faculty of the
Woman's College to the University faculty; desirability of having
all who teach the same subject members of a common University
department, possibility of separation of the departments of physical
education; elective courses offered by women to Juniors and seniors
open to men; appointment of women in graduate school and senior
courses offered by women open to graduate women -provided training,
experience, and personality make it desirable.

2. Suggestions as to guidance of freshmen - Should begin as
the men are doing to meet freshmen in groups or as individuals, and
to assist them in adjustment. Appointment of committee to deal with

freshmen somewhat like freshman
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faculty, or suggestions as to better method.
Other matters concerning the welfare of women, academic, social, and
physical were taken up from time to time by the Council and
suggestions, sometimes for men as well as for women, were made to
the faculty and the different councils, some of which were accepted.

One subject of importance was the question of applying the same
standards of selection to the admission of town women as to
dormitory students. In 1927, for example, a special committee
studied the problem, finding that in the freshman class of that year
the proportion of town to dormitory students was 60 to 40, that
better work was being done by the dormitory girls, etc. It was felt
that some leeway should be given in the admission of graduates of
the Durham High School since some of these girls could not afford to
go to a college away from home. In March of 1927 the Council
recommended that the same selective process of admission which was
in force for boarding students should be applied to all women
students, Including those from the Durham schools, with a certain
freedom of administration.

As early as this and even earlier we began to have difficulty
at times with selective admission which increased as the number of
applicants grew larger. Occasionally we faced pressure to admit
girls who did not meet our standards or who, for various reasons,
certain trustees or members of the staff thought it advisable to
accept. Mr. Gene Newsom, a trustee, was especially insistent at
times. However, on the whole, we had the backing of the
administration and trustees. At one time, Judge Perkins told me that
there were times when they had to write about a certain girl but
that he would support us wholeheartedly in our policy of selective

admission and to pay
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no attention to his recommendation if the girl failed to meet our
requirements.

With the establishment of Duke University many other questions
arose involving the women. Mr. Duke and Dr. Brown visited Southgate
and Mr. Duke asked me many questions. He was remarkably quick in
seeing defects in the building. "Floor in bad condition, Brown -
These pillars [in the dining-room] interfere with the seating and
the service, Brown. Do you approve of three girls in a room, Miss
Baldwin? Neither do I." etc. This was the first and only time I saw
Mr. Duke. His illness prevented any conference, desirable as such
would have been.

Dr. Few told me that I was a member of the building committee but I
was never able to see Mr. Trumbauer, the architect, although I told
Dr. Few that I wished to and thought I ought to, as I also told Dr.
Brown. Dr. Brown was all powerful. Dr. Few asked me to study the
best plans for the dining-rooms, dormitories, etc. I spent much
time in this study and made definite recommendations as a result.
Among them were round tables for not more than eight in the dining-
room; dining-rooms between each two dormitories with kitchens in the
basement for vegetables, salads, etc., and a central kitchen for
breads and other things which could be cooked more economically in
bulk. But President Few announced that it had been decided to have
a central Union which would serve as a central dining-hall and Dr.
Brown decided to use the present very narrow, oblong tables which
did allow for a larger seating capacity than the round tables but
prevented any chance for gracious services and general conversation,
social values which seemed to me important in the training and
experience of college women. Again, I asked Dr. Brown to consult an

oculist
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experienced in industrial and school lighting. I had known such a
man in Chicago who told me that educational institutions were among
the worst offenders in this respect. Dr. Brown vehemently insisted
that they had already planned to have the best possible lighting. As
a matter of fact, much of the lighting was poor and many changes had
to be made later in the library and some other buildings.

Dr. Few showed me the blue prints, accepted certain suggestions
and turned down others. It was with difficulty that I persuaded him
to have showers in the bathrooms and fireplaces in the dormitory
living-rooms. The former, he said, girls did not want because of
their hair and the latter were quite unnecessary with central
heating. Never, he said, had he seen one in homes in Cambridge! But
he consented at last.

At one time Dr. Few wished to have a big, decorative iron fence
around the gquadrangle to be locked at night for the safety of the
girls, but Miss Wilson and I convinced him that it would only lead
to many escapades by both men and women. Two things which I
especially wanted were accepted, were in the final blueprints and I
supposed were in the buildings. Not until they were half built did
I learn that they had been cut out without any word to me. I had
wanted a suite of two rooms and bath at each end of the front
corridor on the second floor so that some of the younger faculty
could live in the dormitories, associate with the girls and be
helpful in various ways in the dormitory life. These were cut out
and we have never had faculty other than the resident counsellor
living in the dormitories. The other matter arose as a result of
our Southgate experience. I wanted wires connected with the girls'
rooms and the office so that a student could be easily summoned to
the office, living-room or telephone by a buzzer system. This also

was eliminated and various experiments
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had to be made later, some of them expensive, and all of them noisy
and ineffective, before the present plan was installed which still
is not as good as the buzzer system would have been. In addition,
the doors from the small parlors into the main hall were omitted
with the result that the counsellor could not have easy supervision
over these rooms. They had been right in the blueprints.

When it was decided to have a central dining-room President Few
discussed some means of making it possible for the girls to get to
the buildings in bad weather without going out in the rain and snow
and it was for this purpose that the tunnel was built connecting all
the buildings. For a time this was used but shortly it was found
that men and women from the town were using it for a rendezvous and
that it was neither safe nor desirable for the students, so the
tunnel was closed and is opened only upon very rare occasions.

These and many other matters besides the advising of students
made it necessary for me to have help. So, when the new faculty
apartment house was ready in 1927 I moved to an apartment on the
third floor and Mrs. Ruth Slack Smith (Mrs. Hazen Smith) came to
reside in Southgate and to be assistant dean and social director.
She was a Georgian, graduate of Agnes Scott with an M.A. in guidance
and