Government And Fraternities
R.m believers in the future of student government and of fra-
d this week to help un-saddle the political

combine.

Dr. Ray Lymai Wilbue, noted Ameriean ¢dueator and president
mford university, when asked why he believed in student gov-
ernment at all, recently replied, in a radio address sponsored by the
Natibnal Student Federation of American and broadeast over the
1 Broudeastin

only If the stadent has o sease of respossibility. Onr
16 we oan develop in thew ot
ndent goyern-
went, we ean give a considerablo part of &
think that democracies are too Incicient to
world. Studvnt.government, thercfore, |
denmocratic. government.

Auother authority who believes that the justification for student
government lies in its ability to train college students in the practi
of democracy spoke recently i New Orleans to thie National B
cation association. The ity, Federal Commissioner of Educ:
tion John W. Studebaker,

I sulmit two proposals fr practical

erucial issue of stre

cation. First, our schools and colleges should more c

demoeratic societies in Hielr own fundumental o

pparent to all, regardless of the personal cap
bilities of those elected to Duke student body and student govern
ment offices—and they are undoubtedly good men all—that the
method of their selection completely defeats the purpose of student
erument s it is defined by two of America’s foremost cducators
The most naive Duke student would

organization of cleetions on the Duke campus gives
the answer ab all “to those who think that democ
efficient to succeed. . .
Fraternity wen, who will da'the real voting this week and next,
¢ a special interest in the plan. They have a chance to d
the Fraternity as a political elub which rests on the ful-
lacious theory that u fraternity is enhanced by political offices, On
this matter, Dr. M. G. Fraser has written, on page 880 in his
Callege of the Future:
an the undesirable tendencies i fraternities be reduced or
eliminated withont the abolition of fraternities themselves?
very desirable plan in an intelligent program to raise fraterni
standards s eliminating opportusities for cliguish woting and uetio-
itins in. campus. affairs.
) an be Tittle doubt that the amendment, if passed, would
a progressive step in the conduct of student affairs. There
rigument against it, but the plan
re selfish groups who like politics
combines, cither for what they get out of them or for the sheer fun
of playing at big-time politics u few

will not have ea

remaius to be seen whether these groups can prevail,




