Politics, East And West
Pnln .l events of the week on both campuses haye pofnted clearly
to the need for a change in election methods.

On the men's campus, the combine system i waging a more effective
ampaign against itself than its opponents did a month or so ago
when the Pan-Hellenic amendment to illegalize combines was
pushed by leading fraternitics, the Pan-Hellenic coune stu-
dent newspaper, and Omicron Delta Kappa. It was hard to get
nyone excited about cambines back in thé unpolitical, academic
ated. But now people

< when the reform was proposed and de
ave beginmiug to understand Tiow combinés works they are being
told for whom to vote, and they don't like it well, It is not
dirty, o illegal, or positively immoral, o anything like that, but
it is distinetly inconvenient and amoyiug to be ordered in a dem

tic community to vote for people whos you think would be un-

If the students, especially the
4. they will do as o result of watel
tion what they would not do at the exhortations of th

aders, whom Mr. Price speaks of in bis column tod
cious characters.” but whom are really individuals who start holding
their noses a little sooner than everybody else. The students will try
to put an end to the combine systew for onee and for all, and will
not be bothered with silly logic ahout how “it can't be done” and
“reforin won't work."

On'the East campus, the problem is different. There are prob-

ably no combines there; if there are, the only difference betyee

1d West is that the hogs on the West campus oot in the ope
The trouble with East campus polities is that a big lot of nomin:
tion machinery, geared to handle a whole erowd of eandidates, is
being run for only the few who are interested in holding office. The
machinery i supposed, by various sdministrative approvals, per-
aoml fuculty interviews, and writien exaainations, to limit candi-
dates forany office to two or three persons. When only two or three
andidates apply for the office, making the whole nominating o
chinery nnnecessary, the student government and the administr
hurey around and dig up a few unwilling candidates to put through
the machine 8o that the machine won't have to be discarded or run
without any purpose. In the eud, all the candidates go through the
machinery anyway, but the machinery, doesn’t have any effect on
the election one way or the other, Of course this is ridiculous in the
it place and undemocratic in the second, because some of th
candidates who were put up ¢ the face of the machiner;
instead of to serve the students in the office ure likely to get
elected.

Fortunately, the elections are stupid enough, more particularl
on the West campns, to make unnccessary the vocal protests of
Mr. Price’s “Suspicious” people: everybody ean figure it out for
himself. And when everybody starts figuring it out for himself, and
deciding that he doesn't like the way things are being done, you get
a reform movement worthy of the nam .1 7.




