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The Trent Collection has been the fortunate recipient of a substantial 
gift from the estate of Dr. William Reid Haas and Mrs. Ardelle B. 
Haas. Dr. Haas graduated from Duke with an MD degree in 1938 and 
practiced internal medicine in California. He was at one time the Director 
of Professional Services at the VA Hospital in Oakland, California. 
Although we know very little about Dr. Haas’ life and career, we do have 
a record of his support of the Trent Collection for several decades 
preceding his death in 1986. Mrs. Haas died last year at the age of 95. 
While our plans are not yet complete, we intend to establish an 
endowment, the income from which will be used to support scholarships 
for the study of the history of medicine, an essay prize, various educational 
activities, and rare book acquisitions. Within a few months, our Website 
will have information and instructions on how to apply for the scholarships and educational funds 
and how to participate in the essay competition. 

When Dr. Enrique Montero (’44, ’47) came to Duke from Ecuador to continue his medical training, 
he knew no one in the States. Dr. & Mrs. Trent welcomed him into their home and a friendship 
developed. Over the passing years Dr. Montero has kept in touch with the Trent/Semans family and 
has faithfully supported the Trent Collection since its inception. Now retired from his practice, Dr. 
Montero lives in Georgia with 
his wife Ellen. Together they 
made a generous gift late last 
year to the Trent Collection in 
honor of Mrs. Mary DBT 
Semans for the purchase of 
rare books. One of the books 
currently in the exhibit on 
Infants and Invalids (see 
page 4) was acquired with 
funds from their gift. 

We are grateful to our donors 
for valuing history of medicine 
and generously supporting the 
Trent Collection. 
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Collaborative Lecture Series 

The successful Trent History of Medicine Society/Bullitt History of Medicine Club lecture series 
will resume this coming academic year. While plans are not yet complete, we do know that the 
Trent Society portion of the collaboration will take place on the second Tuesday of November, 
January, and March in the History of Medicine Reading Room. Both Dr. Jeffrey Baker and Dr. 
Frank Neelon have agreed to present lectures. The alternate months will be hosted by the Bullitt 
Club at the University of North Carolina Health Sciences Library. We will again have a light supper 
buffet beginning at 5:30 pm with papers scheduled for 6:00 pm. Please mark your calendars and 
check our Website at http://www.mclibrary.duke.edu/hmc/speakers.html for final details as 
the dates draw closer. 
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A Fifty-Year Anniversary 

On April 20, 1956, the Josiah C. Trent Collection of Books on the History of Medicine was formally 
dedicated at 4:30 pm on a Friday during the 29th annual meeting of the American Association of the 
History of Medicine. Dr. John F. Fulton, one of the founders of the Historical Library at Yale, was the 
featured speaker. The Library and the Trent Room were at that time located on the ground level of what 
is today the Davison Building in the Duke South Clinics. When the move was made to our current 
location in 1975, the Duke carpenters carefully dismantled the pine paneling, the bookcase doors, and the 
fireplace-surround acquired from the Duke of Richmond’s house in Plaistow, England and reassembled 
the 1720 period room to fit a somewhat different shape in the new Library. Legend has it the carpenters 
had to create a few extra pieces to make it work; however, they were so skilled it is impossible to tell where 
the reproductions are. 

The Room continues to house selections from Dr. Trent’s rare collection along with museum-quality 
artifacts, which include his ivory anatomical manikins. In addition to its use by the students, faculty, and 
staff of the Medical Center and University, the Room and its collections are regularly visited by prospective 
medical students, faculty candidates, visiting scholars, and dignitaries, as well as family members of patients 
and visitors to Durham. 

At the dedication: Dr. Wilburt C. Davison, Dean of  the Medical School (2nd from left), Mrs. 
Mary DBT Semans (3rd from right), Dr. John F. Fulton (far right) 
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Infants & Invalids 

A new exhibit brings together materials from our collections on the theme of devices used to care for and 
treat infants as well as invalids of any age. The materials selected are drawn from gifts received from a 
wide variety of donors over a great many years: Drs. George & Evelyn Wilbanks, Dr. & Mrs. Enrique 
Montero, Ms. Virginia M. Carden, Mr. Robert W. Severance, Dr. & Mrs. Emil Beyer, and Mr. Frank Hinnant. 
Reproductions of delicately colored steelplate engravings from Crosilhes’ Le Médecin de la Famille 
(1849) are used as illustrations. Included are a diphtheria kit, a lactometer, infant and invalid feeders, 
medicine spoons, an eye bath, a collection of stethoscopes, several syringes, bloodletting and cupping 
equipment, a steam atomizer, a family medicine chest, and an asafetida amulet. A charming collection of 
germ stories written for a young patient by a family physician from Beardstown, Illinois in the early 1930s 
is presented next to an eighteenth century text promoting the use of the goat as a wet-nurse. The exhibit 
will be on display in the lower lobby cases in the Library through early September. 
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Recent Acquisitions 

Burns, Stanley B.  Respiratory Disease: A Photographic History, 1921-1945 The Serology Era . . . New York: 
Burns Archives Press, 2003.
 

Despine, Charles H.A. Observations des Médicine Pratique Faites aux Bains d’Aix-en-Savoie . . .  Anneci:
 
Impr. d’Aime Burdat, 1838.
 

Dolan, Thomas M. The Nature and Treatment of Hydrophobia. 2nd ed. London: Balliere, Tindall & Cox,
 
1879.
 

Hartmann, Philipp Karl. Der Geist des Menschen in seinem Verhältnissen zum physischen Leben . . . 2nd ed.
 
Wien: Carl Gerold, 1832.
 

Hufeland, Christoph Wilhelm. Die Kunst des menschliche Leben su verlängern. 2nd ed. Wien & Prag: Bey
 
Franz Haas, 1798.
 

La Mettrie, Julien Offray de. Oeuvres de Médecine . . . Berlin: Fromery et Fils, 1751.
 

Manuscript notebook of materia medica. German and Latin. Last half of 19th century.
 

Monro, Alexander (tertius). Engravings of the Thoracic and Abdominal Viscera. Edinburgh: Printed for
 
Thomas Bryce & Co., 1814.
 

Mott, Valentine. Reminiscences of Medical Teaching and Teachers in New York . . . New York: Joseph H. 
Jennings, 1850.
 

Nineteenth Century Caricatures. 9 chromo-lithographic prints with biographical sketches by Walter R. Bett.
 
Reprinted from the Journal of the American Medical Association. Chicago: Petrolager Laboratories [n.d.]
 

Paracelsus. Des hochgelertë und hocherfahrsen. Coln: Gedruckt durch die Erben A. Birckmanni, 1567.
 

Parker, Edward H. The Mother’s Handbook; A Guide in the Care of Young Children. New York: Edward
 
P. Allen, 1857.
 

Scudamore, Charles. An Essay on Blood . . . London: Printed for the Author and Published by Longman, Hurst,
 
Rees, Orme, Brown & Green, 1824.
 

Soury, Jules Auguste. Le Système Nerveux Central . . . Paris: G. Carre et C. Naud, 1899.
 

Suckling, Cornelius W. Insanity Cured by a New Treatment . . . Birmingham: Cornish Brothers, 1907.
 

Zwierlein, Konrad Anton. Die Ziege als beste und wohlfeilste Säugamme . . . 3v. in 1. Stendal: Franzen &
 
Grotze, 1816-1819.
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Membership Form 

Become a member of the 
Trent Associates for 2006 
at one of the levels indicated: 

_____ Member $25.00 
_____ Contributing Member $50.00 
_____ Sustaining Member $100.00 

Gifts in kind are also appreciated and count toward membership. 

Name:________________________________________________ 

Address:______________________________________________ 

Make checks payable to Duke University and send to:
 
Trent Associates for the History of Medicine
 

Duke University Medical Center Library
 
Box 3702
 

Durham, NC 27710
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